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Help for targeted support and challenge on employment & skills

EEDA are inviting expressions of interest from local (or sub-regional, i.e. cross local authority boundary) partnerships to help improve local capacity and capability to deliver employment and skills provision.  Improvement East, the regional improvement and efficiency partnership, has earmarked £50,000 in total for this targeted support across the region and there is the potential to match a further £25,000 of ESF funding to this.  We would expect to provide support to between 4 or 5 local partnerships across the region.
This could include targeted support, challenge or advice to help strengthen local partnership development and delivery, help to develop greater alignment between regional and local provision or to undertake peer / performance review.  This could include:
· Direct support and challenge to local partnerships on the worklessness agenda, particularly to those areas receiving the Working Neighbourhoods Fund or other related neighbourhood funding;
· Support to develop mechanisms which enable a greater alignment (and potential devolution) of employment and skills provision, including ESF and mainstream funding streams – this could be through an Employment and Skills Board or through helping to strengthen existing fora or partnerships (like local learning partnerships or LSP groups) dealing with employment and skills and may also include help to facilitate local business engagement in the design and delivery of local skills provision;
· Support for localities to develop Work and Skills Plans, local Skills maps or other action plans linked to employment and skills LAA indicators or particular issues relating to work and skills.  

· Support for localities to improve capacity and capability in response to concerns raised through the CAA or LAA review process.

If you are interested in support to help improve your local capacity and capability to deliver employment and skills provision then please complete the following short template by 7 December outlining why you feel you require this support or contact John Place at EEDA, johnplace@eeda.org.uk.  Any support needs to be undertaken by 30 March 2010.  You will need to produce a short report that outlines how this support has helped you so that Improvement East and others can share good practice across the region.  EEDA will be separately tendering for the support to help undertake this work.  We hope that support can begin in mid-December or early January.
	Support for capacity to deliver employment and skills

Expression of Interest form


	Name and contact details of applicant / lead:

	

	Please outline briefly why you require this support.  Please include a short analysis of employment and skills issues locally that this support will ultimately help to address:  

	

	Please provide a breakdown of costings and timescales for the support required:

	

	What outputs / outcomes would you like to achieve with this funding?  How will this add value to the work you are currently undertaking?
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